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and more beneficial to the commu-
nities. 

H.R. 4003 would authorize the Na-
tional Park Service to conduct a spe-
cial resource study of the Hudson River 
Valley to evaluate the area’s national 
significance and determine the suit-
ability and feasibility of designating 
the area as a unit of the National Park 
System, a unit of the National Park 
System, not a national park. 

This legislation is cosponsored by 
each of the Members whose district is 
within the proposed study area. And 
that in and of itself of course is very 
interesting. They have garnered strong 
support locally. Twenty-four local or-
ganizations have already endorsed the 
bill, and I expect to see that there will 
be more in the coming weeks and 
months. 

The Hudson River Valley is one of 
the most significant river corridors in 
our country. The historical, natural, 
cultural, commercial, scenic, and rec-
reational resources spread throughout 
the region, and in the way they do so 
they are absolutely unparalleled. The 
Hudson River Valley’s landscapes are 
known around the world. In fact, the 
beauty of these great landscapes in-
spired the first and one of America’s 
great artistic movements, the Hudson 
River school of art. Painters such as 
Thomas Cole and Frederic Church im-
mortalized the region’s scenery for 
generations to come. These works and 
others inspired the American preserva-
tionist movement and the movement 
to establish in our country national 
parks. 

Today the region is home to a rich 
and sensitive ecosystem that also af-
fords ample recreational opportunities, 
including hiking, canoeing, and other 
activities. One of the most recent addi-
tions is the Walkway Over the Hudson. 
Initially a rail bridge that was consid-
ered a marvel of the Industrial Revolu-
tion, it was abandoned in the 1970s fol-
lowing a fire on one of the trains that 
went across that bridge at that time. It 
recently was restored and reopened, 
however, over the course of this past 
October, and it is now the longest and 
highest pedestrian overpass in the 
United States. It is a remarkable 
bridge, where people get enormous 
amounts of joy walking across it, over 
a mile across it, and give them an op-
portunity to get a sense of the Hudson 
River Valley looking north and south 
as they walk across this marvelous 
now Walkway Over the Hudson. 

From a historical perspective, the 
Hudson River Valley has played a cen-
tral role in our Nation’s narrative and 
our Nation’s development. In 1609, of 
course, Henry Hudson first sailed up 
the river that now bears his name. And 
we just recently celebrated the 400th 
anniversary of that very important 
trip. During the American Revolution, 
the region bore witness to events that 
determined the course of that Revolu-
tionary War and the establishment of 
the freedom and independence of our 
Nation. 

In the 19th century, the Hudson River 
Valley helped foster the American In-
dustrial Revolution and became one of 
the commercial corridors of our coun-
try. In 1807, Robert Fulton piloted the 
first successful steamboat voyage up 
the river. Later in the century, the 
Hudson and its estuary, the Mohawk 
River, connected the Nation’s greatest 
port, New York City, with the entire 
western section of the United States 
through the Erie Canal network and 
the central Great Lakes. In the last 
century, the region was home to 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt at Hyde 
Park. Later, the region gave birth to 
the modern environmental and labor 
movements. 

Preserving and promoting the Hud-
son River Valley’s resources has been a 
top priority for me dating back to my 
time in the New York State Assembly. 
While in the State legislature, I au-
thorized legislation to lead to the cre-
ation of the Hudson River Valley 
Greenway, creating a process for vol-
untary regional cooperation among 264 
communities within 13 counties that 
border the Hudson River on both sides, 
east and west. When I came to the Con-
gress, I authorized legislation that led 
to the designation of the Hudson River 
Valley National Heritage Area, which 
provides technical assistance to local 
communities or local managers to as-
sist them in managing natural and his-
toric sites of national importance up 
and down the Hudson River. These des-
ignations have provided tremendous 
benefits to the Hudson Valley region, 
but it is clear that more can be done to 
protect, preserve, and promote the 
area’s unique resources and its dra-
matic contribution to the historic de-
velopment of the United States. 

b 1515 

I believe an enhanced National Park 
Service presence is warranted com-
pletely and would have a tremendously 
positive impact on our local economy 
while at the same time preserving and 
protecting the region’s resources. The 
authorization of this special resource 
study will begin that process. 

Just to be clear, no one believes the 
Hudson River Valley should be turned 
into a Yellowstone-type park. That 
would make no sense for the region. In 
fact, I firmly believe that any eventual 
park unit designation should and will 
protect private property rights and 
that local governments should retain 
local control of land-use decisions in-
volving all of the property up and down 
the Hudson River that is not Federal 
property. There are civil existing park 
units, such as the Mississippi River and 
recreation area, a little bit we have 
heard about just recently, which fit 
these criteria and could be models for 
our region. 

I believe the study should examine 
these models and the positive impact 
they have had on their local econo-
mies. 

Passage of this bill and the subse-
quent study would position the Hudson 

River Valley to gain the full attention 
of the National Park Service for all of 
the significant and substantial historic 
contributions this region has made to 
the development, establishment, and 
the continuation of the United States, 
as well as for the area’s pristine nat-
ural beauty. 

For all of these reasons and more, we 
are offering this Hudson River Valley 
Special Resource Study Act, and we 
have gained enormous support from ev-
eryone who has heard about it inter-
nally here within the Government of 
the United States, but even more im-
portantly, widespread endorsements of 
this up and down the Hudson River 
Valley, north and south and east and 
west. 

And so I offer this bill. 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I appreciate sincerely the gentle-
man’s sensitivity to the property 
rights of the individuals in the Hudson 
River Valley and the prerogatives of 
local government control; and for that 
reason, I should think that he would 
welcome the amendment that was 
placed in the bill that would give all of 
the people notice of what existing ac-
tivities may be restricted if the study 
concludes that the area should be des-
ignated as a unit of the National Park 
System and if in fact it does become a 
unit. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I 

again urge Members to support the bill, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms. 
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4003, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 100TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE VERMONT LONG TRAIL 
Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 1173) recognizing 
the 100th anniversary of the Vermont 
Long Trail, the oldest long-distance 
hiking trail in the United States, and 
congratulating the Green Mountain 
Club for its century of dedication in de-
veloping and maintaining the trail. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1173 

Whereas James P. Taylor conceived of the 
idea of developing a long-distance hiking 
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trail in the Green Mountains of Vermont, 
and the Green Mountain Club was formed on 
March 11, 1910, in Burlington, Vermont, to 
make his dream of a Long Trail a reality; 

Whereas the Long Trail is the oldest long- 
distance hiking trail in the United States; 

Whereas the Long Trail extends 273 miles 
along the spine of Vermont’s Green Moun-
tains, from the Massachusetts border to the 
Canadian border; 

Whereas the Long Trail provides pedes-
trian access to mountain peaks, waterfalls, 
wildlife, and foliage in all seasons; 

Whereas the Long Trail traverses scenic 
valleys and the tallest summits of the Green 
Mountain State; 

Whereas the Green Mountain Club con-
tinues to protect, defend, and promote the 
Long Trail and its 100-year history in 
Vermont; 

Whereas the mission of the Green Moun-
tain Club is to make the Vermont mountains 
play a larger part in the life of the people by 
protecting and maintaining the Long Trail 
system and fostering, through education, the 
stewardship of Vermont’s hiking trails and 
mountains; and 

Whereas the birth of the Long Trail is a 
testament to the hard work of many dedi-
cated individuals and its continued existence 
is evidence of the perseverance of the Green 
Mountain Club and countless volunteers: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives recognizes the 100th anniversary of 
Vermont’s Long Trail, the oldest long-dis-
tance hiking trail in the United States, and 
congratulates the Green Mountain Club for 
its century of dedication in developing and 
maintaining the Long Trail. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MCCLIN-
TOCK) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, House 

Resolution 1173 sponsored by Rep-
resentative PETER WELCH of Vermont 
is a commemorative resolution to 
mark the 100th anniversary of the 
Vermont Long Trail. This resolution 
also recognizes the contribution of the 
Green Mountain Club for its efforts to 
develop and maintain the trail over the 
last century. 

The Vermont Long Trail is the oldest 
long-distance hiking trail in the United 
States. The trail runs 273 miles along 
the ridges of the Vermont Green Moun-
tains and spans the State from the bor-
der of Massachusetts to the border of 
Canada. 

On March 11, 1910, the Green Moun-
tain Club was established to begin 
work on building the Long Trail. They 
have served as its stewards ever since. 

Representative WELCH is to be com-
mended for his efforts to protect and 
celebrate the stunning beauty of his 

home State and for providing his con-
stituents some well-deserved recogni-
tion of their conservation efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, we support the passage 
of the resolution, and I urge its adop-
tion by the House today. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, the gentlelady from 
Guam has adequately explained this 
bill. Of course, it wouldn’t be fair to 
compare the Vermont Long Trail to 
the magnificent trails of the Northern 
Sierra, but I’m assured that the 
Vermont Long Trail is a very nice one 
for Vermont. 

The resolution sponsor has wisely 
avoided any references to sports teams 
and is not involved in any ongoing 
feuds that I’m aware of. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I 

again urge Members to support the res-
olution, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms. 
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1173. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 
NATIONAL MEMORIAL ACT 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2788) to designate a Distinguished 
Flying Cross National Memorial at the 
March Field Air Museum in Riverside, 
California. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2788 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Distin-
guished Flying Cross National Memorial 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DESIGNATION OF DISTINGUISHED FLYING 

CROSS NATIONAL MEMORIAL IN RIV-
ERSIDE, CALIFORNIA. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The most reliable statistics regarding 
the number of members of the Armed Forces 
who have been awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross indicate that 126,318 members 
of the Armed Forces received the medal dur-
ing World War II, approximately 21,000 mem-
bers received the medal during the Korean 
conflict, and 21,647 members received the 
medal during the Vietnam War. Since the 
end of the Vietnam War, more than 203 

Armed Forces members have received the 
medal in times of conflict. 

(2) The National Personnel Records Center 
in St. Louis, Missouri, burned down in 1973, 
and thus many more recipients of the Distin-
guished Flying Cross may be undocumented. 
Currently, the Department of Defense con-
tinues to locate and identify members of the 
Armed Forces who have received the medal 
and are undocumented. 

(3) The United States currently lacks a na-
tional memorial dedicated to the bravery 
and sacrifice of those members of the Armed 
Forces who have distinguished themselves by 
heroic deeds performed in aerial flight. 

(4) An appropriate memorial to current and 
former members of the Armed Forces is 
under construction at March Field Air Mu-
seum in Riverside, California. 

(5) This memorial will honor all those 
members of the Armed Forces who have dis-
tinguished themselves in aerial flight, 
whether documentation of such members 
who earned the Distinguished Flying Cross 
exists or not. 

(b) DESIGNATION.—The memorial to mem-
bers of the Armed Forces who have been 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross that 
is under construction at March Field Air Mu-
seum in Riverside, California, is hereby des-
ignated as the Distinguished Flying Cross 
National Memorial. 

(c) EFFECT OF DESIGNATION.—The national 
memorial designated by this section is not a 
unit of the National Park System, and the 
designation of the national memorial shall 
not be construed to require or permit Fed-
eral funds to be expended for any purpose re-
lated to the national memorial. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MCCLIN-
TOCK) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 

2788 is sponsored by Representative 
KEN CALVERT of California. This bill 
would establish a national memorial at 
the March Field Air Museum in Cali-
fornia to honor the recipients of the 
Air Force’s Distinguished Flying Cross. 
This medal is awarded to members of 
the United States Armed Services who 
have demonstrated heroism or extraor-
dinary achievement while partici-
pating in an aerial flight. 

H.R. 2788 specifies that the memorial 
is not a unit of the National Park Sys-
tem and states that the designation as 
a national memorial shall not be con-
strued to require or permit Federal 
funds to be spent on the memorial. 

Mr. Speaker, we support the passage 
of H.R. 2788, and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I want to begin by thanking Con-
gressman CALVERT for introducing this 
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